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CHAPTJTSR VI.

POLITICS.

Ranchhodlal's achievements iu the commercial and
municipal spheres having been described, it becomes neees-
sarv to glance at his activities in tUe domain of politics,
including therein both his work as a membu of the Pro-
vincial "Legislative Council and his policy as a member or
suppoiter of the Indian National Congress. The Indian
Councils Act of 1892, which was initiated by discussions
during the Viceroyalty of Lord Pnffcrin, piovided for the
appointment by nomination or otherwise of additional
members to the various provincial councils, thus opening
the way for the closer association of leading Indians with the
legislative activities of the provincial governments and
leading directly to the famous Morley-Sliuto reforms of
1909. Ranchhocllars merits were so conspicuous that the
Bombay Government felt no hesitation in appointing him
an additional member of the Legislative Council in 1892,
and in re-appointing him twice in succession on the expiry
of the statutoiy period of membership. His tenure of office
thus lasted for six years, during which period he displayed
in regard to public affairs the same moderation and the
same reasoned judgment which had characterized his
handling of municipal problems. Though fully in sympathy
with the aspirations of his own countrymen, Ranchhodlal
was nevertheless unfavourably disposed towards Western
methods of public agitation. He believed in the theoretical
fitness of liberal principles, but considered that the wholesale
application of them to the problems of India, as she was in
his day, might conceivably end in disaster, and that towards
established authority a policy of conciliatory argument
was to be preferred to that of blind opposition and resistance.

The first piece of legislation to arouse his interest was the